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some repairs to their bottom plating, which had been injured
on the unknown rocks during the operations against the forts.
"When it is considered that the squadron was without one reliable
chart of the regions where it was operating, and that it was
obliged to depend upon surveys, made from day to day and from
tide to tide, the wonder is that one or more of its vessels were
not lost in the campaign against those river works.

At Chefoo were a number of Americans who had taken a
respite from the heat in the ports south, hoping to recuperate
strength or health impaired by the strains of business or the
excessive heat. Among them were our genial Consul-Gen-
eral Seward and his wife from Shanghai, and Mrs. Low and
her daughter to meet the Minister, who had returned from
Korea with the expedition. These good friends were the first
to learn the authentic details of the operations against the
Koreans. The effect produced among the Chinese, when the real
facts became generally known, was magical. Their attitude
of haughtiness was changed, and there can be no doubt that the
event tended to allay the hostile sentiments which had grown out
of the Tien-Sien massacre. Surely, every foreigner domiciled in
China felt relieved by the happy result in Korea.

The Benicia sailed on August 20th for Shanghai on her way
up the Yang-tse-Kiang Eiver. A day or two preceding her
departure there were unmistakable indications of a typhoon.
Chefoo, being an open roadstead, it would have hazarded the
ship's safety to have remained at anchor there. Being a new
ship, with a splendid crew of officers and men, and well found in
sails, gear, and engine-power, there was little danger in putting
to sea to ride it out. Save for the discomfort of heavy rolling
and being "battened down" in such gales, a well-equipped ship,
with plenty of sea room, need apprehend no serious damage.
Such proved to be the case with the Benicia in the gale that came
on the day following her departure, doing such terrible damage
to junks, ships and pilot-boats near the mouth of the Yang-
tse-Kiang.

The gale came on from the northeast, increasing in force as
the Benicia passed to the south to gain working room. The sea
became confused and high, and, as the waves rolled up, their tops
were blown off by the violent squalls, which are always a feature, every storehouse de-S. N. C.
